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"IT STARTS WITH ME"

The Program

Lift l'very Voice and Sing Performed by Victoria Vinson
Wclcome. Mistress of Ceremonics Samia Byrd
Greetings. Scnator Mark R Warner

Opcning Remarks. Mayor Justin M. Wilson

"WHAT IS YOUR LIFE'S BLUEPRINT?"

Musical Sclection, Alexandria City High School Orchestra
Call to Action. Councilwoman Dcl Pepper

. £ . Powerful Orations. Local Youth

1k Liturgical Performance by Jocelynne Scott

"WE SHALL OVERCOME"

Civil Rights Accomplishments in Recent ' Times
Closing Remarks. City Manager Mark Jinks and
Alexandria Living Legend Rosa Byrd
Choral Reprise. We Shall Overcome




In Memoriam, Lyr

THE COMMITTEE DEDICATES THIS YE
THE MEMORY OF OUR DEAR
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Mistress of Ceremonies

SAMIA BYRD

A Deputy County Manager in Arlington County. Virginia was appointed Chicf Race and Lquity Officer in July 2020, lcading the Count
work to advance racial equity both internal and external to the organization. She joined Arlington County as a Principal Planner in the
Dcepartment of Community Planning. Housing and Development in 2007 and was promoted to Deputy County Manager in 2017 to advise
on land usc policy, development and planning and serve as liaison to the County Board on their mectings and agendas.

Prior to joining the County, Mrs. Byrd scerved for cight years with Quadel Consulting, a firm spccializing in affordable housing
management. She has significant experience working with Public and Indian Housing completing organizational assessments and troubled
agency recovery plans, strategic plans, revitalization plans and on-sitc management, scrving as an on-sitc manager in Baltimore, Maryland
and for the Disaster Voucher Program for the US. Department of Housing and Urban Development after hurricanes Rita and Katrina.
She has also served as Director of State Fiscal Analysis and Policy for the National Council of Nonprofit Associations. a Rescarch
Associate with the Urban Land Institute, and an Information Specialist for Community Connections at AspenSystems Corporation,
previously contracted to HUD's Office of Community Planning and Development. In these various roles she gained experience in
understanding impacts of tax policy on low income and vulnerable populations. ncighborhood and community cconomic development
programs, and rcal estate development markets and trends.

Mrs. Byrd holds a bachclor’s and master’s degree in City Planning from the University of Virginia and Georgia Tech. She reccived a
Certification in Stratcgic Management Performance Systems (SMPS) in 2020 and a Certification of Public Management (CPM) in 2012,
both from The George Washington University, Center for xcellence in Public Leadership. Mrs. Byrd is currently a participant in the
Lecadership Center for Excellence. 2021-22 Leadership Arlington cohort. She is a member of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) and is an
alumnus of the ULI Regional Land Usc Leadership Program. She currently serves on the ULI-Washington Urban Plan Stecering Committec:
Diversity and Inclusion Working Group: and participated in ULI-Washington's Pathways to Inclusion Program in 2019.

Mrs. Byrd also scrves on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Planning Committece in Alexandria and is a proud member of Delta Sigma

Theta Sorority, Incorporated. Mrs. Byrd enjoys dance and has served as a minister of dance and director of the liturgical dance ministry
at Shiloh Baptist Church of Alexandria, Virginia from 2009 to 2019. She and her husband. Steven live in Northern Virginia with their two
children.
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Honorable Mark R. Warner

Scnator Warner was clected to the US. Scnate in November 2008 and reclected to a third term in November 20
I e serves on the Scenate Finance. Banking. Budget. and Rules Committees as well as the Select Committee on
Intcligence. where he is the Chairman. During his time in the Scnate. Scnator Warner has established himsclf as a
bipartisan lcader who works across the aisle to ensure that Virginians arc able to count on their government when
they need it the most.,

‘Throughout the COVID-19 crisis. Scnator Warner effectively worked to grease the wheels of Congress. lending his
strong support to numcrous relief bills and lcading negotiations between Democrats and Republicans that resulted in
the passage of the December 2020 emergency relicf legislation. Senator Warner has also been recognized as a
national lcader in fighting for familics. hardworking Virginians. and our military men and women. e has successfully
championed various bipartisan cfforts to invest in our nations infrastructurc. create good-paying jobs. address abuscs
by privatce miitary housing companics. boost American competition and innovation. reduce the maintcnance backlog at
our National Parks. and promotc cconomic equity among historically disadvantaged groups and communitics.

l'rom 2002 to 2000. he scrved as Governor of Virginia. When he left office in 20006. Virginia was ranked as the best
state for business. the best-managed state. and the best state in which to reccive a public education.

The first in his family to graduate from college. Mark Warner spent 20 years as a successful technology and business
ader in Virginia before entering public office. An carly investor in the ecllular telephone business. he co-founded the
company that became Nextel and invested in hundreds of start-up technology companics that created tens of
thousands of jobs.

Scnator Warner and his wife Lisa Collis live in Alexandria. Virginia. They have three daughters.
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Honorable Justin M. Wilson

Alexandria Mayor Justin M. Wilson. now beginning to serve in his scecond term as Mayor. was first clected
Mayor of the City of Alexandria in November of 2018,

An experienced community leader. he previously served for 8 years on the City Council prior to his clection as
Mayor. including scrvice from 2016—2019 as Alexandria’s Vice Mayor. His leadership has led to new investments
in schools. transportation and cnvironmental infrastructure. e has worked to expand carly childhood
cducation. address growing student enrollment. acceclerate cconomic growth. advance climate policy as well as
protecting and expanding housing affordability.

Prior to his clection to the City Council. he served as the Chair of the Alexandria Transit Company Board of
Dircctors. which opcrates the City's DASH bus scrvice. and served on the Budget & Fiscal Affairs Advisory
Committec.

Within the City. he leads the City-Schools Subcommittee. the AR Redevelopment Committee. the Quality
of Lifc Committce. Legislative Subcommittece. the Audit Committec. the Fmployce Pension/Compensation
Committee. the Potomac Yard Mctro Implementation Advisory Group and the Combined Scwer Outfall
Projcct Review T'cam Workgroup.

Justinis employed by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) as a Senior Director,

An avid runner, Justin has completed cight marathons. and he lives in the Del Ray neighborhood of Alexandria
with his wife. Alex. a life-long Alexandrian, and their son. i and daughter [.ena. both Alexandria City Public
School students.
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Councilwoman Del Pepper

Del Pepper was first clected to the City Council in 198s. She served as Viee Mayor from 1996 to 1997.
from 2003 to 2000. and from 2007 to 2009. Pepper co-chairs the Beaurcgard Street Corridor Task
l‘orce. the Alexandria-Arlington Task Force on the Waste-"To-lnergy Plant and the Welfare Reform
Committee (Alexandria Works!). She is active with the Commission on Aging. Commission on
Information "T'cchnology. acilitics Naming Committee., and the Council of Governments Air Quality
Committce and Board of Dircctors.

She was recently clected Corporate President of the COG. She is a member of the Northern Virginia
Regional Commission. where she also chairs the Regional Resources Committece.

Councilwoman Pepper scrves on the Boards of the YMCA. the T.C. Wiliams PTSA. the Alexandria Arts
l‘orum. Bicnvenidos. and the Retired Scenior Volunteer Program. She is a former first vice president of
the local NAACP and former board member of the City's Community Scrvices Board. Other affiliations
include the Urban League. the League of Women Voters. and the Sierra Club.

Sheis a recipient of the Jaycees Appreciation Award. the Council of Scnior Citizens Organization's
Outstanding Women of Alexandria Award. and the Commission for Women's Living L.egend Award.
Pepperis a Grinnell College graduate. A resident of the City's west end. she and her husband. Dr. 1+ .
Pepper. have one son.
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Program
Participants

Victoria Vinson. Soloist

Alexandria City High School. Orchestra
Mila Garcia. Orator

[lijah Byrd. Orator

.~ Christina Vinson. Orator

. [sainh Scllers. Orator

E Jocclynne Scott. Liturgical Dancer
AL

e
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Our lives begin to end the day we become silent
about things that matter.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Alexandria City High School hosts three string orchestras:
o Chamber Orchestra: Grades 1o - 12 with music focus on levels 5-6
o String Orchestra: Grades 1o - 12 with a music focus on levels 4.-5
e Minnic Howard Orchestra: Grade ¢ with a music focus on levels 3-4

Dirccted by Veronica Jackson. award winning Orchestra Dircector (left)
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| describe myscelf as a multi-hyphenate of music.
| sing. writc, composc. DJ. all things music
related.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is powcerful to me. Dr.
King always demonstrated power and poisc.
sveryone respected him, and those who
opposcd him. couldn't deny that he was an
upstanding man with a gift.
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Mila Garca

| always wanted to be a veterinarian but now | dont know yet.
there are so many great jobs out therc!

When | am not at school. |ike to play with my fricnds and my
ncw puppy. | also enjoy cheer, gymnastics. writing. singing. and
dancing.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.is important to me becausce
| ike that he stood up for people. | feel that everyone should
have the same rights to do. anything really.
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When | graduate high school I'd ke to become a digital artist working in graphic design
for game industrics/production. I ecnjoy making digital art with my computcer. playing
and analyzing vidco games. creating intricate figurines. and chatting with friends.

Martin Luther King day is important to me becausce it is a day to reflect on all that the

black community has come through. Y car-long we experience strife and discrimination.,

and yct. on onc day we can reminisce on what has been brought up of it. a symbol of

hope that if one man can truly change the hearts. minds. and ncegative ideals of pcople
then we are able to do anything.

| also believe him to be aninspiration for other movements cven outside of the black
community as such in the Hispanic. Asian, or even the LGBTOQ+ community. They are
able to sce how far weve come and usc it as a lighthouse on which they may find their
way to the T RUL cquality they so rightfully deserve. In the end. | would ke to truly
sce racism and discrimination in the permanent past tense as well as ina positive
connotation to say that its over and we can breathe sighs of relief not just as a race
or group but as a spccics.
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Isaiah Sellers
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Somcthing that | want to be when | grow up. is a baker. |'love
to cook and bake and find it enjoyable. A\ fun fact about me is
that | once participated in an Opcera in 6th grade with my
school.

Tome. Dr.King's work is inspiring. lrven though some pcople
didnt believe in what Dr. King was doing. he continued to fight
for unity and cqual rights for all. T'hough that fight stil
continucs. the progress Dr. King. and others like him. madce is
visible. That is why | think Dr. King's legacy is important.
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Host Church =

1 his year's program was hosted by | hird Baptist
Churchin Old "T'own Alexandria.  T'he Committece
thanks Pastor James Jordan and the Third Baptist
Church family for accommodating us.

[‘or more information on 'hird Baptist Church.
visit them at thirdbaptistalexva.org



https://www.thirdbaptistalexva.org/

The Work

Continues

Special thanks to (Scnator Warner., (Bo Machayo). Mayor Wilson.

(Mark MclHugh). Councilwoman Pepper (Tracy Thompson). City
Managcr Jinks (Scrmaine Mclcan). Gretchen Bulova, Audrey
Davis. and Barbara Magid.

A Very Special thanks to Justin T hompson. Cheryl Anne Colton.
Pastor James Jordan and T hird Baptist Church. Briclyn
l:ntertainment and our local youth participants..we couldn't have
done this without you!



